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more humid When a drying front appears, cracks can turn and go back 
to relax tension in the less humid / more stressed zone, thus 

forming petals patterns. 


Then the cracking process can go on with a more 
homogeneous drying inside petals (right).
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beige and red Montmorillonite clays

In clays that don’t adhere enough on the rigid substrate

 and/or when the thickness is too low, cracks happen later 


and follow the drying front perpendicularly. 


They appear as singularities to pass from a dilated humid 
zone to a tensed dry one and seem to have a defined length-

scale between one-another (right) 
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